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Please amend claim 44 under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 
§1. 121(c). The amended claims are presented below and the 
amendments to the claims are indicated in the marked-up set of 
claims attached hereto. 



44. (Amended) A method of inhibiting attachment of hepatitis 
C virus onto a cell, which comprises contacting the cell 
with an effective amount of an Eo protein having amino 
acids 1-120 of SEQ ID NO: 1/ to^/the subject, wherein the Eo 
protein is capable of / inftjjoit ing the attachment of 
hepatitis C virus onto/ the cell by specifically binding 
to the hepatitis C vii/us envelope E2 protein. 



Please add new claims 50-56 as follows 



50. (New) A method of modifying thfe activity of the hepatitis 
C virus envelope E2 protein/ which comprises contacting 
the E2 protein with an Eo /protein having amino acids 1- 
120 of SEQ ID NO: 1 . 

51. (New) The method of olaim 50, wherein the hepatitis C 
virus envelope E2 protein comprises amino acids having an 
amino acid sequence y shown in SEQ ID NO : 2 . 



52. (New) The method/ of claim 50, wherein the hepatitis C 
virus envelope E2 protein comprises amino acids having an 
amino acid sequence shown in SEQ ID NO : 3 . 



53. (New) The method of claim 50, wherein the Eo protein 
comprises y^amino acids having the amino acid sequence 
shown in SEQ ID NO:l. 
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54. (New) The method of claim 5/), wherein the cell is a liver 
cell . 



55. (New) The method of c]aim 54, wherein the liver cell is 
L a human liver cell 

e 

56. (New) An isolated / complex between the hepatitis C virus 

envelope E2 protein and an Eo protein having amino acids 

1-120 of SEQ I/D NO: 1 . 

/ 



